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The mission of  the Division of  Developmental

Disabilities (DDD) is to endeavor to make a positive

difference in the lives of people eligible for services,

through offering quality supports and services that are:

individual/family driven; stable and flexible; satisfying

to the person and their family; and able to meet individual

needs. Supports and services shall be offered in ways

that ensure people have the necessary information

to make decisions about their options

and provide optimum opportunities

for success.

Respite Care
at Yakima Valley

School

Division of
Developmental Disabilities

Making
a Positive
Difference



What Is Yakima Valley School?

Yakima Valley School is a state
and federally funded certified nursing
facility operated by the Department of
Social and Health Services,
Division of Developmental Disabilities
(DDD).  Yakima Valley School, located
in Selah, just north of Yakima, has
provided 24-hour residential care to
people with developmental
disabilities since 1958.

In 1997, the Washington State
legislature established funding to
operate a 16-bed respite program.

What Is Respite Care?

Respite is a planned, short-term relief
for individuals, families, and
caregivers.  Respite care services
include room and board, social
activities, and supervision by qualified
professionals.

Other services available according to
each individual’s needs include:

�  medical evaluations
�  nursing exams and treatments
�  behavior consultations
�  dental hygiene services
�  therapy services

 wheelchair evaluations, physical therapy

� recreation
�  speech therapy
�  specialized dietary services

Apartment accommodations are also
available at no cost for families and
caregivers who want to stay over-
night.

Respite Care Services Must Be
Coordinated In Advance With a
DDD Case Resource Manager

How Do I Find Out More?

Most individuals who are receiving
services from DDD and who need
nursing services are eligible for
respite care.  Contact your DDD case
resource manager to discuss whether
respite care is right for you.

For More Information

Contact Your DDD
Case Resource Manager

Or Call Toll Free

1-800-822-7840

(509) 225-7970

TTY (509) 225-7987

Nondiscrimination. It is the policy of the
Department of Social and Health Services that no
person shall be subjected to discrimination in this
agency or its contractors because of race, color,
national origin, sex, age, religion, creed, marital
status, disabled or Vietnam Era Veteran status, or the
presence of any physical, mental, or sensory handicap.


